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Abstract 
The Swedish province of Östergötland has long been recognised as one of the 1st mil-
lennium’s political hot spots. Splendid single finds, though never before surveyed com-
prehensively, offer a rough idea of where elite settlements might be sought. But not one 
of the ostentatious manorial buildings where the era’s elite lived has been identified in 
the field. This book aims at beginning to remedy this regional absence of mead-halls, be-
ing an investigation of the internal political geography of Östergötland during the period 
ad 375–1000. Good candidate sites are identified in nine out of c. 155 parishes. Apparent-
ly they were occupied only rather briefly by magnates, and there is little sign of continuity 
anywhere.
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